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It has been 
estimated that there 
are over 861 billion 
tonnes of proven 
coal reserves 
worldwide. This 
means that there is 
enough coal to last 
us around 112 years
at current rates of 
production. In 
contrast, proven oil 
and gas reserves are 
equivalent to around 
46 and 54 years at 
current production 
levels. 
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« »
Year Incident INES level Country Year Incident INES level Country

2011 Fukushima 7 Japan 1986 Chernobyl 7 Ukraine (USSR)

2011 Onagawa Japan 1986 Hamm-Uentrop Germany

2006 Fleurus 4 Belgium 1981 Tsuraga 2 Japan

2006 Forsmark 2 Sweden 1980 Saint Laurent des Eaux 4 France

2006 Erwin US 1979 Three Mile Island 5 US

2005 Sellafield 3 UK 1977 Jaslovské Bohunice 4 Czechoslovakia

2005 Atucha 2 Argentina 1969 Lucens Switzerland

2005 Braidwood US 1967 Chapelcross UK

2003 Paks 3 Hungary 1966 Monroe US

1999 Tokaimura 4 Japan 1964 Charlestown US

1999 Yanangio 3 Peru 1959 St Susana US

1999 Ikitelli 3 Turkey 1958 Chalk River Canada

1999 Ishikawa 2 Japan 1958 Vin a Yugoslavia

1993 Tomsk 4 Russia 1957 Kyshtym 6 Russia

1993 Cadarache 2 France 1957 Windscale Pile 5 UK

1989 Vandellos 3 Spain 1952 Chalk River 5 Canada

1989 Greifswald Germany





1967 1 1982 8 1997 3

1968 1 1983 21 1998 3

1969 5 1984 28 1999 2
1970 6 1985 40 2000 9
1971 9 1986 26 2001 1
1972 11 1987 19 2002 10
1973 11 1988 20 2003 2
1974 17 1989 19 2004 6
1975 18 1990 9 2005 4
1976 11 1991 5 2006 3
1977 14 1992 4 2007 3
1978 11 1993 10 2009 1
1979 14 1994 7 2010 3
1980 12 1995 6 2011 2
1981 22 1996 5 2012 ?
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Myth 1. Nuclear energy can solve the global warming crisis.

24 new plants per year would need to be brought online safely for the next 40 
years (approximately 960 new plants). In addition, at least 10 new storage 
facilities the size of Yucca Mountain (see below) would have to be brought 
online. (MIT)

Myth 2. Nuclear has lower CO2 emissions than fossil fuel plants.

a typical 1500 megawatt plant emits approximately 400g of CO2 per kWh, 
making it roughly equivalent to a natural gas plant (Oxford Research Group).
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